Church Planting Prayer Guide

Prayer is a relational experience with God, not simply a task to check off of the the to-do list.
Prayer is primarily about asking God what He wants, and we also get to ask Him for things.

How to Begin

Don’t go barging into the prayer room, immediately asking God for stuff and quick fixes.

Take a moment to humble yourself before your Creator, the Holy God who sits on the throne. Imagine
what it would be like if you died in this moment and found yourself standing before His throne in
heaven. Your first reaction would not be to lay out a bunch of demands. Your first reaction would be to
bow to the ground and worship. The joy and awe would be overwhelming! Let this be your approach.

Prayer begins with worship and gratitude (both are expressions of joy). Worship God in your prayer for
who He is, what He has done, is doing, and will do. Celebrate that you can pray because Jesus’ shed
blood and death on the cross make you compatible with God’s holy presence, so you can approach
His throne of grace with confidence, receiving mercy and grace in your time of need (Heb 4:16). Seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all your needs will be addressed.

Church Planting Focus - PR.A.Y.

P. - Praise

Praise and thank God for this moment you get to spend with Him and focus on Him. Praise Him for
sending Jesus to die for your sins, and that by His shed blood, you can pray. Thank Him that He died
and rose again so you can be with Him in prayer and throughout your day. Praise and thank God that
He filled the people in the Book of Acts with His Spirit, who then made disciples and planted
churches. Praise God that our obedience to this calling is empowered by Him. Praise and thank God
that He loved us so much to send His Son, to forgive us, and make us ambassadors of His gospel (2
Cor 5:17-21). Praise Him and thank Him in as many ways that you can think of in the moment.

R. - Repent

Repent of any sin (be specific) you need to. Repent if you have been unwilling to seek the Lord and
submit to Him in all things. Repent if you have been critical and grumbling about church planting.
Repent if you have stirred any division over this decision in the church. Intercede for our church as a
whole, and ask the Lord to forgive us for any way that we may have ignored God’s commands or failed
to love each other or our community.

A. - Ask

Ask God to give you and our church wisdom about church planting. Ask the Holy Spirit to unite our
church in one mind and heart over church planting and all things. Ask and expect that God will give
you an impression on your heart and mind as to where you fit into the mission of church planting. Ask
Him what He wants. Ask Him: “Should | stay and strengthen B3 as | help send and support those
who go to plant a church, or should | go and help plant a church with others?”

Note: We do not have to ask Him if He wants churches to be planted, because it is clear from Scripture
that He does. We need to ask for His wisdom and empowerment to guide us as individuals and as B3 in
participating in what He wants.

Ask Him to provide direction and wisdom in how, when, who, and where the church plant will start.
Ask Him to provide direction and wisdom in how to strengthen B3 and support the new church.

Y. - Yield

Answer the Lord with ‘Yes’ to whatever He tells you. Submit to His direction and thank Him for it. Give
Him praise for His faithfulness to lead us and give us wisdom. Commit in your heart to do what God is
telling you to do and verbalize it to Him. Ask Him to help all of us as a church be yielded to His will and
united. As you say, “Amen,” understand that this word means you are committing to obey what the
Lord has led you to do.



